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LGBTQ gives free HIV testing, raises AIDS aw~reness 
BY JAKE MARROCCO 
Contributing News Reporter 
Twenty percent of people 
who are infected with I-llV are 
unaware of their status and at-
risk for spreading their disease to 
others. In an attempt to prevent 
this from occurring, faculty mem-
bers at the University of Rhode 
Island are taking actions. 
In honor of World AIDS Day, · 
which took place Dec. 1, Annie 
Kosar, the coordinator of the 
LGBTQ Programs and Services at 
the LGBTQ Center, and the rest of 
her team will be giving free I-llV 
testing for those who want to 
participate. 
The confidential practice, · 
which will be held in Room 111 of 
Adams residence hall from 3-5 
p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
each month, is intended to raise 
awareness for AIDS around cam-
pus and provide the service for 
any student who wishes to utilize 
it. 
In attendance to christen the 
event were the group AIDS 
Project Rhode Island and Naomi 
Thompson, the University of 
-Rhode Island~s clUe£ -diversity 
officer and vice president of com-
munity, equity and diversity. 
"I hope to spread awareness 
[of AIDS] and create a more wel-
coming and inclusive environ-
ment where people appreciate 
and understand differences," 
Thompson, whose position over-
sees the Office of Affirmative 
Action and Equal Opporhrnity, 
Multicultural Center, Women's 
Center and the LGBTQ Center1 
said. 
Before the testing com-
menced, AIDS Project Rhode 
Island took the stage to . give a 
presentation on the malady that 
plagues millions worldwide, but 
restricted their discussion to sole-
ly Rhode Island. 
The group, which was 
founded just more than 30 years 
ago, is centered on providing 
assistance and relief to those who 
are infected or affected by I-llV 
and AIDS. 
Along with the dangers 
inherent with the disease, AIDS 
Project Rhode Island doled out 
facts concerning unprotected sex 
and rates of sexual intercourse 
involving teenagers overall in 
Rhode Island. 
Their slides provided 
numerous revelatory statistics: 
since 2007, sexual activity 
between teenagers has fallen 
more than four percent. 
However, the rates of unprotect-
ed sex have risen by more th~ 
six percent. 
"What stand out to me [at 
URI] are the existence of the 
Equity Council and the commis-
sions and the levels of institution-
al diversity," Thompson said. 
"I'm impressed by [URI 
President David M. Dooley's] 
commitment to creating the posi-
tion and the resources that have 
been dedicated to the 
Community, Equity and 
Diversity Council." 
The presenters said Rhode 
Island ranks first among the six 
New England states in teen birth 
rates between the ages o£.15-19. 
Twenty-nine births out of 1,000 
that occur in the Ocean State are 
from this demographic, which 
places it in front of second-place 
Maine (26). · 
According to the statistics 
presented, among communities 
of color and intravenous drug 
users, the rate of I-llV infection 
has decreased 66 percent and 89 
percent, respectively. However, it 
has increased by a staggering 100 
percent among gay /bisexual 
men. 
In comparing Rhode Island 
with Massachusetts, the latter 
experienced a 48 percent 
decrease in new I-llV infections 
since 2000, dropping from 1,192 
to 622 per year. Rhode Island, 
however, has only witnessed a 16 
percent fall in the same time 
span, remaining at about the 
same level: 126 to 106. 
· "There's $1.5 million dedicat-
ed to the construction of a free-
standing LGBTQ · center," 
Thompson said. "The commit-
ment of the president, the leader-
ship and the provost really stand 
out to me and the level of com-
mitment of the folks who are 
invested in these issues." 
In their final words, organi-
zation officials urged those who 
believe they may have the infec-
tion to be tested because medica-
tion can be administered to deter 
its effects. 
Dining Services rp.ay change from: Pepsi to Coke products 
BY JULIA GEROMINI 
Contributing News Reporter 
For the last decade, Pepsi 
brand fountain drinks have been 
provided for University of Rhode 
Island students to drink. From 
the dining halls to the Rams Den, 
the campus has been filled with 
the trademarked Pepsi soda 
cups. 
But all of that could soon 
change. 
Rumors have been flying 
around campus about a possible 
switch by Dining Services from 
Pepsi products to Coke products. 
"A committee, not dining 
services, makes the ultimate deci-
sion," said Steve Mello, the uni-
versity's director of dining and 
retail food operations. 
As of right now, the campus 
dining halls are · tentatively 
switching to Coke products 
because of a possible better bid. 
However, it is still a possibility 
that Pepsi could outbid them. 
"All companies have the 
ability to provide the university 
with their products," Mello said. 
What would this mean for 
Shawn Saiya I Cigar 
The University of Rhode ·lsland dining services may stop offering 
Pepsi products in favor of Coke. 
Today's forecast 
42 ~F 
Bundle up! 
f -,. 
students eating on camptis? If the 
switch was made right now, the 
dining halls and on campus food 
services would no longer be able 
to sell or provide any Pepsi prod-
ucts. As of now they're not able to 
sell or provide any Coke prod-
ucts. 
"It all seems like a lot of 
change happening very fast," 
said freshman student Cary 
Fitch. 
However, freshman Sarah 
Babin said she didn't care too 
much about the possible switch. 
"It doesn't really affect me. I try to 
stick with drinking only water in 
the dining halls and I think other 
students should too. It's the 
healthiest option." 
· A possible switch from Pepsi 
to Coke would mean replacing 
some of the other current foun-
tain drink options, such as 
Mountain Dew. 
While the university has yet 
to make a final deCision, "Once 
the bid is awarded to either Coke 
or Pepsi it will become public 
knowledge," according to Mello. 
. , -
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Student Senate 
• recogmzes new 
re6gious group 
on URI campus 
BY JAKE MARROCCO 
Contributing News Reporter 
The University of Rhode 
Island Student Senate recog-
nized a new group during their 
meeting on Wednesday night. 
The Campus Ministry 
International (CMI) organiza-
tion is centered on promoting a 
public forum in which all mem-
bers can openly discuss and 
study the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 
"We don't just want to learn 
more about each other, but [also] 
our spirituality," Raquel 
Mendez, the president of CMI 
and member of senate, said. 
"[This group] is different than 
most of the organizations that 
just focus on religion." 
Due to their former presi-
dent being too busy and missing 
a number of meetings, the club 
failed to apply for the Senate's 
re-recognition bill, on which the 
group voted last week. 
CMI currently has around 
15 members and intends on 
holding Bible studies and invit-
ing pastors from Providence to 
give discussions. All interested 
are encouraged to join. 
In other news: 
-Wednesday's meeting was 
the last of the semester for the 
Senate. They will reconvene in 
late January. 
-At their first meeting of the 
spring semester, Senate will vote 
on allowing a programming 
contingency grant for the 
Outing Club. The group is 
requesting $2,400 to purchase 
punch passes tq the Rock Gym 
in Lincoln, which can be 
obtained from the Memorial 
Union Box Office at a date to be 
determined. 
-Senate will ·also soon be 
voting on the recognition of two 
new clubs at the university. The 
Sports Medicine Club is focused 
on promoting education and 
interest in jobs related to the 
health field. The Pharmaceutical 
Sciences Club .is an organization 
that encourages the study of and 
interest in pharmaceutical sci-
ences as potential careers. 
Sick of the same old 
Christmas songs? 
See page 2 . . 
. _;• -
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ARTS & . ENTERTAINMENT 
Christmas music doesn't have to mea.n 
same tired old tunes this holiday season. 
BY RYAN GIBBS 
Contributing Entertainment Writer 
Every year after 
Thanksgiving, dozens of radio 
stations across the country 
switch to an all--Christmas for-
mat, which usually features the 
same handful of songs: Bobby 
Helms' rockabilly staple "Jingle 
Bell Rock," Paul McCartney's 
adorably dated 70's synth jam 
"Wonderful ·-· Christmastime, tt · 
Elmo & Patsy's unbearable 
"Grandma Got Run Over By A 
Reindeer" and the crime against 
humanity that is Mannheim 
Steamroller's entire discography. 
I'm tired of all of these songs, 
and because o{ overplay, most of 
you probably are too (there are 
exceptions: I will never tire of 
Brenda Lee's excellent original 
recording of "Rockin' Around 
the Christmas Tree," nor Vince 
Guaraldi' s brilliant soundtrack 
to "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas';' ). If you want some-
thing new to listen this year, or 
looking to liven up your 
Christmas Eve party with songs 
that haven'tbeen beaten to death 
over the last 50 years, here's a 
handful of great Christmas songs 
you probably won't hear on Lite 
Rock 105 about 1,200 times while 
you're driving to your mall of 
· choice this holiday season. 
Darlene Love, "Christmas 
(Baby Please Come Home)" 
Before Phil Spector was a 
convicted murderer known for 
being completely out of his 
gourd, he was a genius producer 
who was ... known for being com-
Dletely out of his gourd, but 
that's beside the point. This won" 
derful track comes from the leg-
endary 1963 compilation "A 
Christmas Gift For You from Phil 
Spector," which is now revered 
by music snobs, but met with a 
poo.r reception upon its initial 
release as it carne out on the day 
John F. Kennedy was shot and 
people weren't particularly in· a 
festive mood that holiday sea-
son. "Christmas (Baby Please 
Come Home)" is a fantastic piece 
of early 60's R&B which shows 
off Love's amazing vocals, excel-
lent songwriting from Jeff Barry 
and Ellie Greenwich and a great 
backing track from Spector's. sea-
soned backing musicians (Leon 
Russell on piano, Hal Blaine on 
drums, and Sonny Bono - yes, 
that one - adding percussion). 
Every year since 1986, David 
Letterman has asked Love to per-
form the song on his final 
episode of the year, and even 
a:fter nearly 50 years since she 
originally recorded it, each of her 
performances of this treasure is 
as good as the last. 
Kate Bush, "December Will 
Be Magic Again" 
One of enigmatic 
singer /songwriter Kate Bush's 
best songs, this track's lifting 
piano and minimal percussion is 
a great example of what a 
Christmas song that should be . 
It's .a winning combination of 
cryptic lyrics, Oscar Wilde refer-
ences ("it's quiet inside/here in 
Oscar's mind"), tempo changes 
and ·subtle sleigh bells lifted by 
Bush's brilliant, unforgettable 
vocal delivery (an influence on 
other offbeat female pop artist 
from Tori Amos to Lady Gaga). 
Unfortunately, this great track is 
so difficult to find. Currently, it's 
available on compact disc only 
through an out-of-print box-set 
from two -decade ago, and is 
absent from bQth Google Play 
and iTunes. If you can somehow 
find a copy of your own (there's a 
live performance on Youtube 
from Bush's 1979 Christmas spe-
cial, recorded a year before the 
single was actually available for 
purchase), you can rediscover 
Continued on page 3 
· ·a~~the URI Bookstore 
Memorial Unionl 
~· / 
MacBook Pro® 
with Retina display m. 
Available at 
RAM Computers. 
Authorized 
Campus Store 
15o/o Off All 
Headphones!* 
Sony, JVC, Skullcandy 
& Beats By Ore! 
1 So/o Off All 
Speck, Moshi & 
Targus ·Products! 
Cases, Sleeves, Backpacks, Screen 
Protectors, Adapters & More! 
$20 Off M.icrosoft 
Office for Students! 
10% Off All 
Overst'ock Laptops! 
Dell XPS, Vostro & lnspiron! 
HP Folio, Pro Book & EliteBook! 
Don't forget the Bookstore Holiday 
·Sale on Decemeber 7th! 
*Certain restrictions may applJ't see store. employee .for details . 
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CLASSIFIEDS· 
living 
Narragansett Pier, 6 bedroom home, 
large deck, parking, minutes to URI, 2-3 
minute walk to beach. Available: Sept. 
2012 to May 2014. E-mail for pictures at 
tuliez2432@live.com. Contact at 413-
525-1228 for appointment 
Waterfront Narrow River, parents, visit-
- ing, visiting proffesors, alumni, 3 bed-
room, furnished, clean, kayaks. Egrets. 
10 min--campus. Rent w.eekends/weekly 
during schooL 
Christmas "Father Christmas," one of the highlights of the band's late 70's 
wilderness period, mixes both of 
those eras perfectly. The tale of a 
store Santa Oaus who .is beaten 
up by poor street kids who 
demand money and jobs for 
their fathers instead of the stan-
dard toys and games, it has 
enough punk rock swagger to 
stand up to Sex Pistols and 
Damned recordings of similar 
vintage while maintaining Ray 
Davies' signature wit It's a gteat 
little song, and unlike the Kate 
Bush track, has actuallyfound its 
indie rock. MacGowan paints a 
darkly funny tale about a couple 
falling in and out of love with 
one another on Christmas Eve. 
The song's most famous section 
involves an ending in a caval-
cade of traded insults. MacColl is 
a formidable foil for MacGowan 
and delivers perhaps the most 
memorable lyric of the whole 
song (a line, despite being com-
pletely unprintable in pleasant 
compan~ actually got the BBC in 
hot water several years ago 
because they had the nerve to 
edit it out). Despite the petty 
bickering that takes up most of 
the middle two verses, it reveals 
itself as a sweet track about 
young romance and building 
dreams around the people you 
love. 
From page 2 
lost/Found 
3 six bedrooms available for academic 
year 2013-2014. 43 Glendale Road 
(Eastwood Look) 6 bed-3 bath-partial 
ocean view. 
REWARD: Filled red suitcase, fell out of 
car on Rt. 138 Kids lost dolls and teddy-
bears, ~e upset! Call (401) 783-8647 
one of the best Christmas songs 
in !llternative music, and a song 
in which only its rarity is keeping 
it from being a holiday classic. . Services The Kinks, "Father 
Christmas" 3 six bedrooms available for academic 
year 2013-2014. 15 Green Lane (east-
wood look) 6 bed-2 bath-deck-2 living 
rooms. Website: 
http://www.vrbo.com/167707 
3 six bedrooms available for academic 
year 2013"2014. Email mjvercillo@hot-
maiLcom to arrange a showing. 7 Palm 
Beach Ave (Briggs Farm) 6 bed"2 bath-
sun porch. · 
TUTORING Math, Physics, Chemistry 
Engineering-Statics, Thermo, Fluid, 
Dynamics Call Joe: 401-474-6569 
Located in Kingston Emporium 
The Kinks best· material is 
usually split into two categories: 
loud British Invasion proto~punk 
("You Really Got Me") and .intro-
verted, witty distinctly British 
pop rock (their masterful Village 
Green Preservation Society). -way onto a couple compilations 
despite its initial stand-alone sin-
gle status. Nonetheless, it's not 
the Christmas standard it could 
or should be, and if you're into 
power pop, alternative rock or 
just looking for a punky 
Christmas song· from one of the 
bands that help birth the genre, 
you can't go wrong· with this 
song. 
.A.I·· .· ... • 6. ® 
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Basl(etball 
MERRIMACK COLLEGE 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS: 
• Our year-long fellowships cover all 
tuition costs. 
• Fellows work on-site while taking 
aful !.graduate load of master's 
courses. 
• Coursework begins early summer 
and ends June 2014. 
• Our fel l owships are open to all 
academic majors and backgrounds; 
bachelor's degree required. 
·Benefit from unpara lleled hands-on 
fie ld experience. 
• Earn your Master of Education 
degree (M.Ed.) in one year. 
. .mm ommm • •• O 
Our full-tuition fellowships will enable 
you to teach, impact the lives of college 
students or make a difference in your 
local and global communities. Our -
fellowships offer you outstanding 
opportunities for unparalleled hands-
on field experiences. And you'll earn 
your Master of Education degree 
(M.Ed.) in one yea r. 
Teacher Education Fellowship: Teach 
PreK-12 in public· and private schools. 
Higher Educati.on Fellowship: Become 
an educational and administrative 
leader in colleges and universities. 
Community Engagement Fellowship: 
Prepare for careers in the pub I ic 
sector or in nonprofit organizations, 
such as youth, family, social service 
and volunteer organizations. 
Merrrmack 
CoLLEGE 
NORTH ANDOVER, MA 
www.merrimack.edu/fellowships 
fellowships@merrimack.edu 978-837-5073 
,· ' . ~-- -, 
From page 4 
The Pogues featuring Kirsty 
MacColl, "Fairytale of New 
York'' 
This had to be on this list, 
didn't it? This duet between the 
Pogues' famously irreverent 
singer Shane MacGowan and the 
late singer I songwriter Kirsty 
MacColl has become a beloved 
holiday staple m the United 
Kingdom, with annual re-entries 
into theirTop 40, but is otherwise 
unknown in the United States 
unless you're big into 1980's 
ThQugh never taking the 
lead, the Rams never quit. 
Delaware would eventually win 
57-40, but URI's determined atti-
tude displayed the team's desire 
to improve. 
the bryant one-year mba 
Fuii-Ume day program for all mi!fors · 
• Gain cretlentials and experience that 
distingu ish you in the job market 
• Benefit from real-world practicum .a nd 
consulting opportunities 
• Fast track your career, with no professional 
work experi.ence required 
• Specia li zations in: 
Global Supply Chain 
Global Finance 
Internat ional Busi ness 
"That's something we talk 
about," Inglese said. "What do 
we want to have as our hand-
print for URI women's basket-
ball? They never gave up the 
whole time and I love them for 
that." 
the bryant mpac 
Full -t ime day program for accounting majors 
• Meet the 150-hour requirement for CPA 
licensure 
• Complete your program in two terms: 
summer/fall, summer/summer, fall/ 
spring or spring/sum mer 
• Pursue a tax concentration with summer/ 
fall or sumrner/su mmer schedule 
as a bry~nt graduate, you w i II join a powerfu I network of 
a I u m n I trial includes accomplished professionals across the country and around the world. 
Bryant's College of Business is one of only 5% of colleges and universities in the world accred ited _ 
by the AACSB International - Tr1e Association to Advance Col leg late Schools of B(.lsiness. 
Visit www.bryant.edu/gradschool to learn more. 
.· ./ : ·- /". ' 
.',.\"•' -.'·' 
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Women's basketball team loses tough game against Delaware 
BY TIM LIMA 
Sports Staff Reporter 
The University of Rhode 
Island women's basketball team 
was on-display to the nation as it 
took on the University of 
Delaware last night on ESPN 3. 
While the Rams were pleased 
with the attention, they knew 
they had a tough contest ahead 
facing the Blue Hens. 
"It meant a lot for our pro-
gram to get national attention," 
head coach Cathy Inglese said. 
"There has been a lot of excite-
ment at the university and a lot of 
excitement in the athletic depart-
ment. For us it was huge." 
The Rams recently halted 
their four-game losing streak 
with a win over Houston Baptist 
University at the TD Bank Oassic 
in Burlington, Vt. This win came 
by way of strong defensive play, 
holding . the Huskies to just 36 
points. Their defense had to 
show up against Delaware, too, 
University . of Rhode Island junior Emilie Cloutier looks to make a 
pass in last night's game against the University of Delaware. 
for the Hens are a national caliber 
basketball program. 
The Rams were fortunate 
enough not to have to face one of 
women's college basketball's 
best in Elena Delle Donne, who 
some believe to be the frontrun-
ner for national player of the 
year. After leading the nation in 
scoring last year, Delle Donne 
has been sidelined for the major-
ity of the year fighting Lyme dis-
ease. She only appeared in one 
game this · season against 
Providence College, where she 
scored 28 points and recorded 
eight rebounds. 
The contest still promised to 
be tough, though. The Blue Hens 
rolled into Kingston with a 3-2 
record and averaged nearly 59.6 
points per gatne, over nine points 
more· than URI. ~- her 25 years, 
Cathy Inglese has had great suc-
cess coaching against Delaware. 
She entered the contest with an 8-
J record against the Blue Hens. 
Her lone loss, though, came as 
the head coach of URI. 
Delaware's ability was on-
display from the get-go. With just 
under three minutes played, 
Rhode Island already trailed 7-0 
and was-forced to take a quick 
timeout. · Freshman Tyra 
Melendez would immediately 
respond by making a 3-point 
. shot, but those were the only 
points URI would score for a 
great while. Delaware was able 
to jump out to a double-digit lead 
before Rhode Island was able to 
find the back of the net· again. 
The score sat at 14-3. 
Rhode Island trailed at half 
28-16. Their major issue in the 
first half was not the offensive 
pressure of the Blue Hens, but 
rather URI's inability to make 
shots. Shooting just 22 percent, 
the Rams struggled finding easy 
layup looks from within the 
paint. 
"We have to settle down and 
when we get the ball inside just 
go up strong,'' Inglese said. 
"They are the most physical team 
we have played all season, so I 
think it had a little bit to do with 
that." 
Delaware, in comparison, 
ha_d 18 points in the paint in the 
first half. The Blue Hens were 
also able to make Rhode Island 
pay for their 10 turnovers, scor-
ing 12 points. 
Continued on page 3 
Men's basketbaD team eounling on young players 1 Ups, downs in first semester 
~~~ai~rter . . for Rhody's sports teams 
Though coming off an 
impressive win against the 
University of Vermont on 
Saturday, the University of 
Rhode Island men's basketball 
team is still largely rebuilding for 
the future. 
''In the future, we are going 
to get a lot of big wins," head 
coach Dan Hurley said. "We are 
taking our lumps now." 
This sentiment was 
expressed in Hurley's post game 
press conference after the Rams 
fell to George Mason University 
on Nov. 28, buf this idea has been 
reiterated repeatedly. Wm or lose, 
the focus seems to be on improv-
ing a young team into a national 
competitor. In doing so, the Rams 
have relied heavily upon their 
young guys, accepting fault in 
the hopes of improvement. While 
at times this method does not 
work as we would hope, other 
times the rriove looks brilliant. 
After Saturday's 76-66 win 
over UVM, fans are optimistic 
about the play of their freshmen, 
and rightly so. Freshman Jordan 
Hare entered the contest as the 
nation's seventh-best shot block-
er. Though he failed to record a 
block in this contest, his defen-
sive play was more balanced and 
strategic. While tallying blocks 
certainly looks appealing, the 
Rams have to focus on team 
defense and Hare did just that, 
playing 11 strong minutes. 
The story of the day, though, 
Was freshman Mike Aaman. Off 
the bench, Aaman scored 15 
points and went 5-5 from the free 
throw line. He was also able to 
· earn eight rebounds in the effort 
while playing a career-high 24 
minutes. 
Aaman' s ability to score 
University of Rhode Island senior Ryan Brooks blocks a shot attempt 
from Univers;ty of Vermont junior Clancy Rugg in Rhody's 7 6--66 victory 
on Nov. 28. 
from the free throw line was vital 
for the Rams who went into 
Saturday's contest with the worst 
free throw percentage in the 
Atlantic-10 Conference. Rhode 
Island also ranks last in overall· 
scoring offense and field goal 
percentage. When you are shoot-
ing just 36 percent from the floor, 
hitting your free throws becomes 
a necessity. 
While the Rams shot over 85 
percent from the line in the first 
half, they fell back to earth late. 
The Catamounts were beginning 
to close the gap, at times dosing 
to single digits. The Rams free 
throw shooting, likely as a result, 
was lackluster down the stretch 
and forbid the Rams from put-
ting the g~e away. While in the 
first half the Rams made 12 of 14 
free throws, they made just 11 of 
21 in the second. 
Progress is slow. The way we 
view this team must be with that 
in mind. 
If the Rams are able to keep 
progressing, they might be able 
to string together a few conseCu-
tive wins. While Providence 
College is always a tough contest 
as a rivalry game, the Friars are 
suffering through several injuries 
- meaning that earning a win is 
not out of the realtn of possibility. 
The Rams then will take on 
Southern Methodist University, 
Georgia State University and 
Brown University at home. These 
are three very winnable games 
that the Rams must have in order 
to turn their season around. After 
all, following the contest at 
Brown, the Rams will open 
Atlantic-10 play. 
While we must remain 
patient, pondering when the 
Rams will play to their full, con-
sistent potential can be madden-
ing. We see a disappointment 
against George Mason, then 
dominance against UVM. One 
must simply continue wondering 
when the Rams will be done 
"taking their lumps." 
BY MIKE ABELSON 
Sports Editor 
The fall semester will be 
remembered as one full of the 
contrasting themes of under-
achievement and hope for 
University of Rhode Island ath-
letics. 
The most visible disappoint-
ment of the first semester was the 
performance of the football. The 
squad went winless for the first 
time since 1949. Although ham-
pered by a slew of injuries, the 
Rams were unable to put up 
much of a fight in any of their 11 
games this· season. Head coach 
Joe ' Trainer's team graduates 
some of its best players and will 
have a tricky rebuild on their 
hands. 
The volleyball team went 
through a difficult season 
plagued by inconsistency. Head 
coach Bob Schneck's ladies were 
the definition of streaky. The 
Rams won back-to-back games 
four times, including a three-
match win streak in October, but 
the Rams also had three losing 
streaks of three matches or more. 
The squad returns its four top 
scorers so the future looks bright. 
The men's soccer team stum-
bled out of the gate and was 
unable to gain its stride. The men 
went 4-11-3 and didn't win their 
first until the seventh game of the 
season. The Rams will be under 
the helm of a yet-to-be-deter-
mined coach as John O'Connor 
was let go after helming the 
Rams for seven years. 
The hope came thanks to a 
women's soccer team that 
showed strong improvement on 
the field and look poised to turn 
the comer in 2013. Despite losing 
half a dozen top players to grad-
uation, the Rams return more 
than enough firepower to be a 
true contender in the Atlantic-10 
Conference. Head cbacll Midi.ael 
Needham guided the Rams to an 
11-8-1 record and returns a 
plethora of offensive weapons. 
Of Rhode Island's 30 goals 
this past season, the scorers of 22 
of them return. Rising senior 
Jennifer Barrientos s.;:ored four 
times and racked up 15 points. 
British import Ellie Bailes, fresh -
off her A-10 all-rookie team cam-
paign, will look to improve on 
her five-goal year. 
The most visible team, men's 
basketball, has had a productive 
start to what was expected to be a 
difficult season. The Rams are 2-6 
and travel north to take on 
Providence College later tonight 
in the Biggest Game in the 
Smallest State. Junior transfer 
Xavier Munford has shown that 
he is one of the best guards in the 
Atlantic-10, averaging a league-
best 18.9 points per game. Dan 
Hurley's Rams have shown"that 
they are competitive, but have 
yet to fully click. 
As far as the dub sports 
scene, all three hockey teams had 
sterling semesters. The women's 
field hockey: team advanced to 
the national tournament in 
VIrginia, where it made it to the 
second round of the 16-team 
event. The men's ice hockey team 
is 12-5-3 thus far and was ranked 
14th in the most recent poll. 
Senior captain David Macalino 
leads the team in scoring with 17 
goals and 25 total points. The 
women's ice hockey dropped a 
pair of games to the University of 
Minnesota over the weekend, but 
the Rams were a perfect 11-0 
before and ranked No. 1 in the 
country. 
